
DATA 311 
Fundamentals of Data 

Science
Lecture 0 

Introduction, Logistics,

What is Data Science? What is Data?


Why are we here?



Today
Logistics/Introductions 

• About me


• About you (survey due Friday)


• Course webpage/syllabus

What is data science? 

• What is data?


• What properties can data have?


• What questions can we answer 
with data?



About Me:

Scott Wehrwein
(call me this!)











Aside: Research
I work with students on these projects! Maybe 
want to get involved? Join our reading group!


• 1-credit seminar-style “course” (CSCI 496)


• Read and discuss a research paper each week


• No prerequisites; be ready to learn as you go


Email or talk to me if you're interested! Deadline 
to sign up is this Friday.



Logistics
The syllabus is [on] the course webpage:


https://facultyweb.cs.wwu.edu/~wehrwes/courses/data311_26s


This link can also be found on the Syllabus page on Canvas.

https://facultyweb.cs.wwu.edu/~wehrwes/courses/data311_26s


Syllabus. You gotta read it.

Please read the syllabus by Friday's class and 
bring any questions to class.


You're responsible for knowing the course policies!



What is Data Science?
What is Data?

Why are we here?


