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Autism in Bangladesh

• Awareness
• Child development centers
• Academic materials 
• More special schools



Research Objectives

Primary: 
To understand current context of Autism in 

educational settings in Bangladesh through 
lenses of special school teachers

Secondary: 
How ICT can support these teachers in 

their roles as educators 

Autism Bangladesh
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Methodology

Age
(20-50) 

Avg: 32.7

4 Schools
20 Teachers 

(F=17)

Semi-
Structured
Interviews

Experience

(0.25 – 14) 
Avg: 6.1

Education

>=HS degree

• Semi Structured Interview
• Up to 66 min

• 29 questions

• Coding
• Atlas.ti

• 51 codes

• High level themes

IRB 
Approval



Major Findings
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Inclusive Classroom? 



ICT-based Design Implications



● In Bangladesh
○ Mobile phone users: 152.5 million 

○ Internet subscribers: 88.7 million

● Teachers’ interest to use ICT

● Students are highly capable



Synergistic Platform for Learning



Visually Enhanced Educational Materials

• Culturally relevant, Interactive, Visually enhanced, Audio-capable, 
created in Bengali 



Context-Aware Interactive Digital Contents

• Capture real-life scenarios to explain how to apply new knowledge. 

• How to use this money in different situations? 

• Augmenting role-play scenarios with interactive digital content

Many [autistic] children go to hospitals or markets without realizing the purpose of going there. I suggest role-

modeling technique to present the situation as a video so that the children can understand the situation and

become mentally prepared before going there. (P18, f, 8 years)



Things to Ponder

● Technology alone can’t fix the problem
● Funding for Teachers and Schools 
● Training
● More Inclusiveness 
● Awareness in Society



Take-Away Messages

● Current context of Autism Schools in 
Bangladesh
○ Teaching journey is not a straight path
○ Teachers and Parents are in a complicated 

relationship
○ Lack of Inclusiveness

● ICT can contribute
○ Synergistic Platform for Learning
○ Visually Enhanced Educational Materials
○ Context-Aware Interactive Digital Contents
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